Book VIII i e w=e o = .
**Alexa points out that in book VII{ Adam recounts to Raphkel his recollection of ~
awakening ¥or th¢ first time in Paradtse (306- 11). "I'h:%l;::riplion of the luscious fruit .
and trees [that Adam dees upon waking] dppedrs ad a foreshadow by Milton to the evertual
doom of Adam and Eve...Milton describes the fruit as 'tempting.’ God...seems to-plid
the Tree of Knowledge in the garden only to‘test the free wilk of man to see if he will.abey:.» -
God...God almost appears similar to Satan in that he.is tempting man to eat the fruit. By
taking Adarh past all the delcious fruits on the way to Eden and then telling Adam that .
certain fruits are forbidden is, in fact, teasing Adam... Teasing and temptation are aspects
of evil as represeited by Satan, not by'the ruler of heaven.” What is going on here? ' °_

~**Jennifer asks, "What specific knids of knowled ge does the tree of knowledge represent?
. Aoa g o n[-
good and evil, yes, but ‘ﬁcxﬁ.cally what?] What are the real life ccm.fu:cpu:r1ccg of B
knowledge according to Miltoa?...s this attitude toward knowledge representative of the
atiude that scientific knowledge is against God?" -~ .5 .. -

S VL T R U SR R B TR L L B e R . s

**Lines 66-178 reveal Raphael's cxplanation of astroémy to e inquisitive Adam. He

‘ells Adam. that the answers he is lookinig for is frrelevint because Adam's duty is to °

worship carth and his God-given paradise. What centemporary (17th century) notions of

?\smu'onomymur:i m?ef?v here? ljW_hy is gaphad 50 decidely unscientific in his explanation?
there tensions between religion and science here (2 v al i ;

the salighesment is budding)? ATHIEE ReRB et Shes

L )

**Wheg Raphael begins to tell Adam and Eve about astronomy, she leaves alone .’

* Andrea points out that Eve wants to "hear the explanation...ﬁ'c)}:n Adam. Sh’?feg?:.yit will
:.~make it sound casier, and more beautiful (40-65)...In the Christian belief it states;tat -
_ Wives should be submissive to their husbands, but Milton seems to confuse submistjve
. hehavior with weak and unimportant existence. Is there a difference in miltorf sgye®?"
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Rook IX -
-+Adam points cer trat "an intrigmag segment of .. i book IX involves the
cC. wamsllon tetween Adam and Eve, m which Eve s ts that the two searate in order to
best rufill the thores in the garden of Eden. Adam initiafjy rejects her plan (233-35)\ Is
f'%{.llbn implying that women, without man, has no identity, no individualism?...Is Milton's
“Atlosophy shnply that women should ignore ambition gnd independence, and rgmain at
~ 2e and honor their man?...The fact that Milton has{fve...sin first leads me to gonclude
~.at Miilton {8 insinuating the women should in fact eter from such lofty ambirigys, far .
they lack the rational capabilities to make such decldions.” Is Miltom-sgggesting that -
women, indeed, are incapable of standing alone and that they need a man o solidify their
identicy? _ o e W o
i i ima F MEe : -
**Ramon Mas similar concerns: "Is Milton's dispdagref Eve's-actions [when he says that
Bve was essily tempted] a sexist lash against women. qr is Miltorrsimply trying to show
how devastating temptation can be?”

*=i ihe same topic Jeff asks, “To what extent does Milton portray Eve as respoasible for
the fall of me=? If Professor Guss says that Milton believes Satan is responsible, "why
does M *«#eed Eve to propose division of labor? -
Y.t tensions arise between reason and passion? How do Adam's passionate reactions
. zve compare? (When he first takes her to bed - VIII, 530-539 and when he lusts for her
ui4gr ~hey have eaten the fruit--IX, 1013-1027).

*2\4 3¢ do we make of Milton's ending to book IX?



